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At the primary level, the average class in OECD
countries has 21 pupils. There are fewer than 25

pupils per class in all the countries with

available data, with the exception of Chile,

Israel, Japan, and the United Kingdom. At the
lower secondary level, the average class in
OECD countries has 23 students. Among all
countries with available data, the number varies
from fewer than 20 students per class in
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, the Russian
Federation and the Slovak Republic to 30
students or more per class in Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica and Japan (Table D2.3).
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However, school reopening is contingent on a
number of preventive measures which schools
have been instructed to implement to contain
the spread of the disease. Among others, social
distancing has proven to be one of the most
effective. Within a school context, this means
reducing contact between groups of children
and maintaining a safe distance of 1-2 metres
between pupils and staff. In some countries, the
safety distance depends on the level of
containment of the virus achieved. For example,
schools in less-affected areas in Japan (Level 1)
are required to maintain a distance of 1 metre
while those in more-affected ones (Levels 2 or 3)
must maintain a distance of 2 metres (MEXT,
2020[8]). Guidance in many countries has been
to reduce or halve the size of the classes in order
to maintain the required safety distance
between students.
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Countries with smaller class sizes will find it
easier to comply with new restrictions on social
distancing. Although France and the United
Kingdom have set the same limit on the number
of children per primary class, the measure will
be easier to implement in public institutions in
France, with an average primary class size of 23,
than in the United Kingdom with 27 students
per class. As class size tends to increase with
education level, social distancing in the
classroom will be more challenging at
secondary level. With more than 30 students
per class in lower secondary level, countries
such as Chile, Colombia and Japan will face
more difficulties in reorganising classes into
smaller groups of students in order to maintain
a safe distance between desks.
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